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ILho Middle  East, Rumania,}
|i¥rance and Germany from’ .
(1843 until 1946, rising to the:
‘rank of Commander It was'
‘during this period that he was'

ﬁpotted by Dulles and 0SS
ichief General William J. Dono-| i
ivan as a man to watch.

| ~Mr. Wisner returned to his
|iNcw York law career after the!

a key figure in U.S, - intelli-

"fence operations for 15 years _'

‘following World War II, took
his life yesterday at his country

‘home and farm in Galena, Kent |~

County, Mad.
. Mr." Wisner, who ‘had- been

'111 for some time, shot himself: r
‘with a .20-gauge shotgun in an|- .
,up_stau's room of his Galenal .
thome just an hour after he|' "

(mnved there from Washing-
|1on yesterday afternoon, Kent
1 County Deputy Sheriff Allan
Blizzard reported. !

He said Mr. Wisner. was al-|-

110:\(1)’ dead of a wound in. the
*head by the time an ambulance
,|arrived at 4:15 p.m. Mrs. Wis-
iner was downstairs when she

‘heard the fatal shot,’ thzard .

‘addcd
aIn Vaval Intclhgence
i Mr. Wisner’s Washington

lhome was at 3327 P st. nw.

{.director, under whom Mr, 4Wi=

"and for the last three years,
‘he had maintained a law of-|

_Ixc-e at 1210 18th st. nw, l,

Following a Drilliant legal;

i career as a young man in New‘

¢York City and distinguished?®

i service as a naval intelligence|
_ofﬁcer during World War II,|
<Mr, -Wisner

from 1948, just a year aften
L its formatlon, until Augus t,!
; 1962,
- Although CIA offlclals
.would not make public M.
Wisner's work there, one close
friend of his described him
as “one of the founders of its
covert operations . ., one of
a bhalf dozen of the most im-
portant men in Washingtony
during his, CIA career.'f .

at !

"of the" most: onorous and dif

_ served in top‘
 administrative positions of the}
“iCentral Intelligence Agench

| after, for about”a’decade, he

RANK G.. WI‘%NI"R
Honored by ¥ rlcnds . f"
Allen W, Dulles, retired CTA

ner served for nine years, said
yesterday that he was “a.very|
good friend, a man I admired
very much and knew very weu
for many years.”

A group of Mr. Wtsne) :
Eroup S;mg men who have this not al®

closest. friends and former as-

sociates who gathcxed last!

tnight in his memory; is'»ued
' this tribute: )

“Frank Wisner, in the most
literal sense, gave his life to
publie service. ]

“At the very outset of this
country’s unforescen and un-
prepared role as a major pow-
er of the world; he was called
upon to break new ground of
the most dangerous, and for
& major ‘power, the most’ e
sential kind, :
 “In faét, he bad to meet the
Imw, prepaved - challenge . of
the -vast Stahmst intelligence
and | subver sion net.  There.

dovotcd bimself totally to one|

' fieult

R
OB {.-a..-.u

tasks any Amerlcan
public servant has ever had

. {to undertake.

“This was cormbined, to-
wards the end of this most im-

~|portant service, with a most|

acule  attack of -hepatitis,

- |which he refused to care for

because it came at a moment

{when pressures were  very

great and the questions to he

" lanswered - were urgently im-
portant — the. time_pf Hun-|

I

gary and Suez.

Bmke.Unﬁcr atr_ain '7)‘ f
- 4“The. double . strain “broke|

“IFrank Wxsnor s health. He was|

thereafter 2" man struggling)

“with?a: grave illness-—strug- /..

ﬁ\-n-ﬂ-on-lHe—l-ea-ve-l-b-ega-m i
:ment, where.he served for a’
year as Deputy Assistant Sc(':-;
velary of State for Oceupiedi
Areas. He then joined the CIAA
Survivors include his wifc,
the former Mary Ellisi .
Knowles,. three sons, annk; i
Jiy; now serving with the State: .
Department in a Vletnam prov-
ince; - Eilis, studym" at . Ox-:
{ord, and Graham, & students
at bt Paul’s School, Concord,’
N.H,, and a daughter, Wendy,u
at Sarah Lawrence College. u
“Funeral & arrangements ‘aref
not. complote, pcndmg the. Ted
turn; of - Frank, Jr, fmm'.'\’igt ;
{l nam. 1 :

gling ‘bravely, manlully, for al.
: Inng time ‘:u('c bstullv, but+in
“Ithe end vaml\r

. “Whiat nevep.can be br oken
is the tmapc ‘of Frank Wisner:
loft. with" those . who worked!
with’ him, He:was brave yet
wise, pradenl yet strongly de-
termined, . and - deeply Ameris
can ahove all. Amohg pioneer

ways happy responsibility-—
the men who must serve their
country In obscurity—he will
be remembered with Allen W/
Dulles and other great names.”

Born in- Laurel, Miss, ! in
1909, Mr. Wisner graduated -

Irom the University of Vir:’

ginia in 1931 and recelved his
law degree- from. Virginia’ Bs
law school in 1934. -

Joined Law Firm .!. S

That  same year he joincd‘

the New . York City law firm,
'of Carter, Ledyard and Mil:!
burn and became a partner
before deciding 'to join the!
U.S. Naval Reserve as an ln-

' Jatcglc Serv@ces, in;

li . - sl R H [

telllgence ofpcer in 1041, - ° B
He served with the Office of] .
Africa,, D
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